In the April 2006 issue of our Newsletter we reported on the demolition of the Syntex Labs Administration and Production buildings.  What happened to that site is described in the following synopsis of an article by Katherine Conrad, MEDIANEWS STAFF of Inside BayArea.com
VMware; 3401 Hillview Avenue

VMware’s co-founder, Diane Greene, CEO, wanted a company culture where it would be easy to find each other, and a campus which is eco-friendly.  Almost all the walls at VMware’s newly constructed five-building campus in Palo Alto’s Stanford Research Park are glass.  This environment allows the 1,500 employees to meet casually by locating lounge areas next to the snack kitchens in all the two-story structures.  The open environment allows one to see from one end of the site to the other.

VMware designs virtualization software that lets one computer do the work of many by allowing different operating systems to run on the same computer, which saves energy.  Founded in 1998, the company went public in August and raised $1.1 billion in its initial public offering.  The company, which has 4,500 employees had outgrown its Porter Drive offices in Palo Alto and had begun construction on a new 460,000-square-foot campus across 29 acres in spring 2006.  Four of the five buildings on 3401 Hillview Avenue were finished this summer, and the final building plus a fitness center and an herb garden will be completed next year.

Architect William McDonough & Partners, known for its leadership in “green” construction, designed the campus.  The interior design, the work of Bay Area-based Laura Seccombe of Seccombe and Associates, emphasizes casual and comfortable.  The mix at VMware is more casual, not so corporate. 

The hilly Palo Alto site had hundreds of trees already growing and should enhance connections between people and nature.  A great deal of emphasis was placed on the integration of the buildings with the landscape.  Eucalyptus trees and 80-foot-tall redwoods were saved and even a heritage oak was boxed for two years during construction then replanted.

With budget constraints, the $133 million spent did not allow for installation of photovoltaic panels on the roofs, although the roofs have been built to handle the panels when money is available.  Green features usually add about 10 percent to the final cost of a project – or about 13 million, in this case.

The cafeteria floor is composed of recycled beer bottles and hardwood floors elsewhere on the campus were saved from a Wisconsin barn.

Bridges allow employees to walk from building to building.  Windows not only let in light, but also fresh air – 750 windows open and close.

One popular spot is the open-air cafeteria, where the on-site restaurant company, Bon Appetit, serves about 800 meals a day, and 2,500 on free-lunch Wednesdays.  The flatware – made of potatoes – is biodegradable, and so is the plastic wrap for its sandwiches.  To eliminate potato chip bags, Bon Appetit makes its own chips fresh every day.

